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Assistant Direcvor for Sclsatilic Intelligence cy Al

Aetlng Asslistant Diresctor for Operations

Scientific Information and Translation Bervices of Forelgn
Documents Wranch

1. The attached study discusses in detail thoss operstions,
pregedures, and publiabtionb of Foreign Nocuments Branch which
are talleved to be of particular inbterest to your office, It is
forwarded for youwr information and tist of your staff, but should
not be eirculated outside of CIA. Sample coples of the publica~
tiong described in the study are contained in the sceompanying
envelope (Bncle 1=9),

" 2¢ Data in this study dhould be considersd in comnection with
any CIA actlion on the invesiization of faecllitices {nr tronalating
Russian {echnical matorial wmade Ly the Special Comsittcee on Techndw
cal Information of the Rasearch and Development pfoard, N.M.i, and
the inter-agency meeting ot the subjeet proposed Iy the Executive
Director of the Comultiee 1n a memorandum dated 15 Jamary 1949,

3. Any proposed Cia activity in the iiclds of surveying the
scurces, availabllity, or provedures Jor procurement of U,5.8.K,
puitlications should similady be coordingted with Poreign Dosuments
Brausche The problems of intureagency coordination nf translation pro-
grams and & proposal for centrallzailon of certain intulligensce transe
lation snd exploitation functions for the IAC agencias are ourrantly
under discusalon by FUB and ICAPS,
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SCIENTIFIC INFORLATIOUN SiﬁiVICE'UF FUREICH DOCUME.TS BHAICH

1. During the past two years, FDB/0O has been develeping a cone
prehensive exploitation program designed to verve selentific intelli-
gence agencles in general ani the solentifie branches of CIA in particu-
lar, Various operations have been initiated, the resulis of which are
gvallable in previous and current FDB publications. The information
in these publications is obtained frox overt sclentiiic and technical
source materials in forel.n lanzuapes such asg Jourmals and periodie
cals, doctoral theses, ammals of academies, societies, or institutes,
and books of all kinds. '

Requirements received from the scientifie branches of CIA
and the IAC agencics have determined the types of publications produced
by FDB and the subj.ct~area, coverage and emphasis of these publice-
tions. A direct channel Yetween the Chicf, FDB and the scientlfic
branches was established to facilitate the receirt and discussion of
requirements, and this procedure will be contimusdwith 05I. Since the
highest priority is :ziven by FDB to requirements for translation and
information fron offices within CIA, the scientific and teehnical forw
elgn language resources of FDB are used primarily to satisfy the needs
of 081,

2. Operatlions

There are caversl kinds of 0SI requirements assigned to
FDB at present, each resulting in a different type of informational
report either by the inatructions in the requirement or iformat already
approved by CIA.

There are "Exploitation Hequirements" which lndicate ihe
need for informatisn covering a broad range of subjects concerning &
particular country or countries, ®FDB Sclentific and Technical
Pariodical Abstracts® (Encl. 1) is a good example ol information
produced in answer to these. All articles of value to scientifiec
intelligzence appearing in Russian scientiflc journals are absiracted,
arranged systematically, and published in batches of one hundred in
esach issue of this FDB publication. The objective of this effort is
full coverage of Soviet scientific literature. H ow well this is aoc-
complished may be judged by the follewing figures: almost all issues
of approximately 150 different ocurrent Russian periodicals have beem
econtimously received over the period from Jamary 1947 o ihe present,
providing materigl for over ninety issues of "FDB Periodical Abstracta"
making a total of almost ten thousand abstracts from Runeslan sources,
Selection of articles to be abstracted has been controlled by a file of
hundreds of scientific requiremenis assigned to FDB.
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In sddition to the Abstiraots, FOB also produces a Bibliography
(Bnols 2) of all Russian periodisals received, The Bibliography con-
tains the title and author of every article of every issue reseived,
From time %o time, OSI has been informed that periodicals of other
areas could be similarly exploited, however, the oconcensus of opinion
in 081 indicated that these are of secondary interest; that seientifio
intelligonos interest centers on the USSR,

Next is the ¥Guide-Type Requirement" demigned to govern the
seleotion of articles in one or more allied fields for immediate re~
porting as they are ungovered, Items in snswer to this type of ree
quirement are usually published im Informatiom Report form (Emcl, 3)
and may eonsist of an extiract, a summery, or, when material iz found
in very large volums, a collection of abstracta of available data om
the subjeot, By means of these various deviges JUB is keeoping 081
informed of the availability of all msterial of poszsidle value to
Scientifieo Intelligence.

"Informational requirements™ may be oonsidered next, Thess
requirements indioate specific information desired, In answer to
these FDB extracts the requirsd data from source materiasl, These are
usually published in the Information Report form though large studies
have been published as FDB Translations (Encl, 4). A sclentific and
technioal oross~indexsd subject file of current Soviet literature
available, drewn from all mources including "Periodical Abstracts™, is
mainteined at FDB to produce rapldly information when needed,

There are "National Soientific Intelligenos Requirements”
usually on s particular subjeoct and country and are satisfied in much
the same manner as “Guide~Type".

Special requirements have been likewise assigned, "Biographis
Intelligencs Register®™ requirement is a good example. This is designed
to build up, smong other things, "A Soientifioc Order of Battle®, This
is not publiahed, bub rather the required information concerning a '
foreign soientist is filled in onea card form and is forwarded in that
fashion to the Biographical Intelligence Register, However, frequently
a roster of an entire scientific sociely or group of scientifie
ingtitutes is available and is then regularly published (Bncl. 5).
Proper romanization of foreign personal names ims important when it is
realized that they are punched by IBM or otherwise arranged in files
at considerable expense, FDB has been using standard transliteration
systems for years producing dats in a form ylelding maximm efficiency
in the files mentioned above, It may readily be seen that the efficiency
of a Biogsaphical Reglster drops considerably when the same scientist
is filed under several romsnization esystems, :

When en 03I Analyst hus a deadline to mest, special measures
are taken by FDB snd the deadlime iz met by "Advansce-Copy” procedure,
Information produced in this way may or may not be published at a
later date, Reocently, an entire book was translated and forwarded by
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advance copy in five dayms The book "feohniscal Standards for Petroleum
Produots™, USSR, 1947 will be pudlished shortly, some months after the
advance copy was deliversd,

Considerabls effort has been made by FDB to cover current
Bussian solentific books, The recent arrival of books from the U3SR
at the library of Congress has been soreened and abatracts of books of
intelligence value have been prepared, A memorandum sseking permission
4o publish the absiracts of these and all future book receipts is now
pending aspproval, At present FUB is ordering scientifio books from
Moscow, has prepared abatracts of 1944-48 Russimn sciontific books re-
geived in FDB and is prepering 4o render complete service covering
current Russian soientifioc books similar to the Periodical Abstracts,
At present Tables of Contents and some dssgription of the more important
books aveilable are published in the Informatiom Report form (Encl. 6),

Soviet Press Extracts is another regular FDB publisation, It
covers the current Soviet provinoial press, Though designsed primarily
for economic and sociologloal information, all solentifie informetion 1
appearing is extracted, |

\

Further, FDB is able to use the expesrienoe of past operations
to produce new routine publiostions baged upon foreign language material
being received designed exvlusively to serve sclentific intelligence
analysts. A description of these projected publications will be subw
mitted to OBI for evaluation of the effort, comment, and concurrence.
*In the Academy of Boiences of the USSR™ is a good illustration of a
projected publication,

This FDB publication would be designed to report ourrent
news about the Academy, Feature section of the publication would be:

%, "In the Departments", Thia information can be gathered
from two or three periodicals now being received and are not
sdequatoly treated by "Periodical Abstracts®™, Informetion is
available oconoerning all astivities in the various Departments
{Encle 7)+ Physical and Mathematical Science, Chemical Secience,
Geological and (Gecgraphical Sciense, Biological Science,
Technicel 8ciende.

b, New Books (Encl. 8), This can be gathered from some
six periodicals now being received and is simply a bibliography
of new books released by the Academy during a specifio period,

ce Institutes (Bnol, 9).

8+ Source Burvey, Proocurement and Coordinatiom

The problem of insuring that meximm acquiszition of foreign
language publications is maintained by Foreign Documents Branch has |
resulted in ocontinuous surveys of worldwide sources, and of govern~
mental and non-governmental organisations, to determine the existence
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and availability of those documents which are of aotual or potential
valus to Intelligence agencies, During the pest two years, partioular
emphasis was placed on sources involving the procurement of publicas
tions from the USSR,
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On the domestic front, Foreign Daocuments Branch and the
respeotive TAU sgencies are vooperating on document problems encome
passing survey, procurement, and exploitation activities, The vast
store of fareign language publiocationa funneling imto the State
Department is ourrently being soroened and processed by this Branch,
In the field of exploitation, ean ad hog committee composed of IAC
mombers met recently at the invitetion of CIA o work ocut esoterioc
problems of osntralized translation, These sre examples of projects
anf arrangements that FDB has initiated in itz rols as goordinator
in the fisld of foreign language documents,

Foreign Documents Branch maintains liasigon and comtast with
all major deoumsnt repositories, Where negessary, Branch soreening
teams have been sent out to repositories requiring this function,
Such was the purpose of FDB "document team” 4o the Hoover Library,
Stanford University, in 1947, and to the Buropesn Command in 1948,

In the field of translation ocordination, Foreign Dosumants
Branch is presently attempting to avold duplication of effort with the
resultsnt waste of vital lingulatic persomel. The majority of the
major sranslation activities are forwarding %o Foreign Documents
Branch periodic reports of their sativities and with impending CIA
approval of FDB recommendation, a publicatiorn will sppear listing
translation astivities of contributing sgencies, In this sphere of
aotivity, s central looator file of completed 4ranslationa is being
built up in the Bransh and will becoms available for use in the near
future,.
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Le In sweary, FUB 48 in a positien to perform any type of feorddgn
lan;uage sxpleitation funciion for /8I, Although ourrently understalfad,
DB has a muclens of well trainsd forelrn langrage imialligence speciale
iste, who aro experiececd in dealing with scientdific snd techniesl naberie
als., The Iraneh is capable ~f oorrectly interpreting 05I's stated re-
quirements, of frllowing ingtructlons to produce informational reports
and translations tn satisfy such requirements, amd oven of antieipating
the neads of scientific intellizance analysts to a ressonable dograe.
T8 sheuld be increasingly sble to take on the full turden of detall in=
volved in exploltation »f fercien lasuara Jdecumency with a sl of
direction from 00Y analywis, tnerehy nehlieving maxime: ermsgrvetion aof
thelr time and eifart.
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